
 

 

 

 

  

             May 2019 

Dear Families, 

We are now approaching the start of the GCSE exams for this summer. Students, over the next 4 weeks complete a 
number of exams in a range of their subjects. I hope the hard work and efforts of Year 11 will pay off. Thank you for 
your support in this. 

Your child should also now be given an exam timetable which highlights, the exam they are entered for, date & time 
and tier entry. Please check this with your child and alert us to any issues that you see.  

Overleaf is a timetable of these exams and the ‘pre-exam prep’ sessions for these. Please can you go through this with 
your son/daughter and ensure that they are (a) clear on when their exams are, (b) know which ‘pre-exam prep’ sessions 
they must attend and (c) that they use their evening to ensure their focus is on examination preparation, albeit in a 
balanced manner.  

Also, in light of Ramadan and to those families that it affects, below is some guidance that has been given to us, along 
with other schools nationally, regarding fasting and the examination period during the summer months. Please bear it in 
mind and support your son/daughter, where applicable, in ensuring they balance their religious obligations with their 
well-being during the exam period. 

 
“There is a wide and diverse range of possible interpretations of Islamic law. Scholars differ in their opinions on what age 
Muslims become obliged to fast, how long they should fast for and the legitimate exemptions. 
 
Observing Ramadan may bring many benefits to individuals and communities, but also has the potential to cause the 
individual temporary hardship through hunger and lack of liquids during fasting hours which may impact on physical 
wellbeing and cognitive performance.  

Young Muslims and their families, particularly for those sitting exams this summer, will need to take into consideration 
the impact on their studies and the importance of examinations for their future, as well as any other relevant factors 
(such as health considerations), when deciding how they will observe Ramadan this year. There is no doubt that 
Ramadan falling during the exam season will put extra pressure on young Muslims, whatever decision they make, 
especially with the length of the fast over the next few years. They should be made aware that there is a wide and 
diverse range of opinions on how to observe Ramadan and from what age, which give the necessary allowances for them 
to perform to the best of their ability in exams.” 

Can I thank you all once again for the continued support throughout the year and also in ensuring your son/daughter 
does as well as they can during these exams. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Mr. Gulfam Shahzad 
Senior Assistant Head Teacher 
 


