
 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

Firstly, can I thank you for the supportive welcome I have had to the school since my start at the end of February. 

I am writing to let you know about some changes that will be taking place in September. All of these are happening 

because we want the best for the students in our care and feel that moving forward these changes will ensure that 

they are fully supported.  

Changes to the Academy day: 

From September, we are changing the Academy day for all year groups so that all lessons taking place will be one 

hour long.  

For Years 7 – 10 and Post 16 (Years 12 & 13) School will start at 8:40 and end at 3:10, additional revision sessions will 

take place after this time.  

For Year 11 students the school day will finish at 4:10 on all days except Friday when they will finish with the rest of 

school at 3.10pm.  

Times are as follows: 

Period 1 8.40 9.40 

Period 2 9.40 10.40 

BREAK 10.40 10.55 

Period 3 10.55 11.55 

Period 4 11.55 12.55 

LUNCH 12.55 1.40 

Period 5 1.40 2.40 

TUTOR TIME 2.40 3.10 

Year 11 only P6 3.10 4.10 
 

Please note these sessions are not optional, student not staying until 4:10 will be classed as truanting and a sanction 

will be issued. This is to allow us to put in place crucial intervention with all students in Year 11, they will be placed 

into specific intervention groups for all subjects and given the support they need. 

 

Changes to the Pastoral System: 

In September we will be moving to a year group system. All year groups will have their own non-teaching Head of 

year who will support the social and emotional wellbeing of students alongside progress, attendance and behaviour. 



 

 

This will mean that all students in a specific year group receive a consistent approach to all aspects of school life. 

Year group leads are as follows: 

Year 7  Mrs Hartshorne 

Year 8 Mr Gill 

Year 9 Mr Moore 

Year 10 Mr Kainth 

Year 11 Miss Gill 

Post 16 Mrs Lunn-Jones 

 

Changes to our Curriculum: 

We are offering the same curriculum to all students across the academy so that they are able to access subjects that 

interest them and enable them to excel.  

This will mean that the previous banding system will no long exist and they will be set into two parallel bands, this 

will allow for the easy movement of groups in order to ensure every student is challenged and/or supported in their 

learning.  

Changes to Post 16: 

Post 16 will be moving over to our new building The Innovation Centre at the top of the drive. This will allow 

students to access their subjects in a bespoke environment for them. I am currently working with our Post 16 

students to ensure their views and opinions are considered as we make the transition to the new space. 

We are also pleased to Welcome Martin O’Connor (ex Walsall coach) who will be joining us in September to provide 

our Football Academy. The coaching and range of courses available to our Post 16 students ensure that we are able 

to offer a unique package. We will be developing these opportunities further and extending them to students in 

lower years as we move into 2020.  

Courses now available in Post 16 include: 

• BTec Sports Studies Level 2 and 3 
• First for Sport Level 2 
• NCFE Activity Leadership Level 1 
• Fitness Instructor Course 
• NCS Activity Qualification 
• Football Coaching Course FA Level 1 
• Functional Skills Maths and English 
• Life Skills 

 
This is addition to our current offer of: 



 

 

• Biology  
• Chemistry 
• Business 
• EPQ 
• English Lit 
• English language 
• Dance 
• Photography 
• BTEC IT L2 and 3 

• Sociology 
• Maths 
• Art 
• Law 
• Physics 
• Health and social care 
• Psychology 
• RE 

 

 
*It is not too late to join us so please if you wish to stay contact us for further information. 

Changes to our Senior team 

We have new staff on our senior team too, so I’d like to introduce you to them, these are: 

• Senior Deputy Headteacher for Teaching and Learning – Mrs Solway-Blower 

• Deputy Headteacher for Behaviour and Welfare – Mr Oliphant 

• Deputy Headteacher for Curriculum – Mr Berry 

• Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion – Mrs Davis 

• Assistant Headteacher for Achievement – Miss Pitchford 

 

All of our email address will be readily available on the website by the end of this half term and of course, we are all 

contactable via main reception. 

Finally, we are also making changes to our SRE curriculum to ensure that we are following the government 

recommendation. For more information on this please see our website. 

We are excited about moving forwards in the future and feel confident that the students are at the centre of all 

decisions we have undertaken. If you do have any concerns or queries please contact myself on the numbers above 

or email me at sarah.murcott@e-act.org.uk. We have made significant progress in the last few weeks and look 

forward to letting you know about further improvements and working with you all in the future.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sarah Murcott 
Head of School 
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