
 

 
English Language Paper 1 

Section B: Writing (45 minutes) 

Box A: 
Question 5: 

Time: 45 mins 
Marks: 40 

Paragraphs: 2 ½ sides of A4 max 
Skill assessed: Content, Organisation and Technical Accuracy 

Task: Write to describe OR narrate 

Box B: 
1. 24 marks for content and organization (AO5) 

AO5- Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style 
and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, 
using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 

 
2. 16 marks for technical accuracy (AO6) 

AO6- Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 

Box C: 
Content 

• Communication is convincing and compelling. 

• Tone, register and style assuredly matched to 
purpose. 

• Extensive and ambitious vocabulary with sustained 
crafting of linguistic devices. 

Box F 

• AQA will give you a choice between two tasks- only complete ONE of them.  

• You may be asked to write a description or a narrative (story), or you may be given a choice 
between two descriptions or two narratives.  

• Whichever one you go for, you will be assessed on the quality of your writing. 

• Before you begin writing you MUST spend at least 5 min to plan your response.  

 
Box D: 
Organisation 

• Varied and inventive use of structural features. 

• Writing is compelling, incorporating a range of 
convincing and complex ideas.  

• Fluently linked paragraphs with seamlessly 
integrated discourse markers. 

Box G 
Paragraph Structure 

The acronym ‘ToPTiPs’ can help you remember where to put a new paragraph.  
 

1) New Topic: Whenever you start a new topic, start a new paragraph. 
2) New Person: Whenever you talk about a new person or have a new person talking, start a 

new paragraph. 
3) New Time: Whenever you change the time in your writing (flashback/flash forward), start a 

new paragraph. 
4) New Place: Whenever you switch places in a piece of writing, start a new paragraph. 

 
Remember that you can use paragraphs for emphasis and effect as well. If you put a one sentence 

paragraph in the middle of your writing, how will that affect the reader? If you put a really 
descriptive paragraph at the start and shorter action-packed sentences afterwards, how will that 

make the reader feel? Why? Experiment with your paragraphing as you practice for the exam.  

Box E: 
Technical 
Accuracy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Sentence demarcation is consistently secure and 
consistently accurate. 

• Wide range of punctuation is used with a high 
level of accuracy. 

• Uses a full range of appropriate sentence forms for 
effect. 

• Uses Standard English consistently and 
appropriately with secure control of complex 
grammatical structures. 

• High level of accuracy in spelling, including 
ambitious vocabulary. 

• Extensive and ambitious use of vocabulary. 



 

Box H 
Pace and Tone: 

A way to think about sentences 
 

• Every writer wants to 
establish a pace and a tone 
to their writing. 

• Pace is how fast or slow a 
text is meant to be read, 
and tone is the kind of 
sound or mood you want to 
give to a piece of writing. 

• If you use a lot of short 
sentences together it can 
build tension, but it can also 
speed up a text as a reader 
becomes more desperate to 
find out what happens as 
tension builds. 

• Alternatively short 
sentences can make a 
reader stop and reflect on 
specific ideas. 

• Longer, more complex 
sentence forms can be used 
to aid description or to help 
a reader build up an 
understanding of character.  

• So when you write your 
answer to Question 5,  think 
about what kind of tone and 
pace you want to create 
and how you can use 
different sentence types to 
affect the reader. 

Box I 
Sentence Openers 

ing sentence openers: 

• Considering his future, he went to the Careers 
Advisor. 

• During the evening, it snowed heavily. 
• Shouting, she ran away from the ghost. 

Simile sentence openers: 

• As fast as a cheetah, he made his escape. 

• Like a fish in the sea, she swam across the 
water. 

Preposition sentence openers: 

• At the end of the evening, they returned 
home. Through the streets of Birmingham, 
there are thousands of shops. 

• Inside the cupboard, it was dark and scary. 
Adverbial sentence openers:  

• Quickly, he packed his bag for school. 

• Silently, she read the book in the Library. 

• Surprisingly, no one was in the classroom. 
Connective sentence openers: 

• Although you worked hard today, it wasn’t 
quite enough for a merit. 

• However, I will say well done for your effort. 
• Despite his disappointment, the student kept 

smiling.  
ed sentence openers 

• Disguised in her costume, she was a hit at 
Halloween.  

• Shocked by the score, the football team gave 
up. 

• Challenged to a staring contest, the student 
reluctantly agreed. 

Dialogue sentence openers 

• “That is amazing,” he squealed “I didn’t realise 
that! 

Box J 
Structural features  

 

• Zooming in from 
something big to 
something much 
smaller (and vice 
versa). 

• Shifting between 
different times 
and places (you 
may notice this 
between 
paragraphs). 

• Sudden or 
gradual 
introduction of 
new characters at 
significant points. 

• Combining 
external actions 
with internal 
thoughts. 

• Switching 
between 
different points 
of view. 

• Developing and 
reiterating 
(focusing on a 
point of view by 
expanding and 
repeating it) 

• Cyclical structure 
(returning at the 
end to what 
happened at the 
beginning). 

Box K 
Beginnings 

• A puzzle. Hook your 
reader in with 
something that isn’t 
clear at the 
beginning, perhaps 
something unusual 
has happened?  

• Direct address. Talk 
directly to your 
readers as a way of 
engaging them. 

• Visual hook. Use a 
powerful image or 
description to 
engage the reader at 
the start. 

• Amusing hook. Use 
humour or satire to 
establish a comedic 
tone at the beginning 
of your text. 

• Dialogue. Have 
characters talking to 
each other right from 
the beginning to 
establish characters 
and relationships. 

• Atmospheric hook. 
Use your descriptive 
language to build up 
a particular tone and 
atmosphere right at 
the very beginning. 

Box L 
Endings 

• Cyclical ending: 
where the ending 
returns back to the 
beginning of the 
narrative. 

• Plot twist: a 
complete change in 
direction from 
where the narrative 
was going. 

• Converging 
storylines: where 
two or more 
different storylines 
combine together at 
the end. 

• Tying up loose ends: 
where all the 
different strands of 
a plot are brought 
together and 
completed 

• Cliff-hanger: where 
the end is curiously 
abrupt without the 
offering of 
resolutions. 


