
 

                                                                                                 English Language Paper 1. Section A: Reading (1 hour) 

Box A: Question 1 
Time: 5 mins 
Marks: 4 
Skill assessed: Extracting 
information  
Q: List four things about… 
 
Steps: 

1. BUG your question 
(Box the command 
word; underline 
the focus and 
glance back). 

2. Draw a box on the 
extract around the 
lines given in the 
question (if you 
select quotation 
outside of these 
lines you will lose 
marks. 

3. You can list 4 direct 
quotations or 
paraphrase them. 

4. Do NOT write 
one/two words- 
You need full 
sentences. 

 
Mark Scheme 
Level 4: Perceptive, 
detailed analysis 
Level 3: Clear, relevant 
explanation.  
Level 2: Some 
understanding and 
comment.  
Level 1: Simple, limited 
comment.  

  Box B: Question 2 
 
Time: 10-12 mins 
Marks: 8 
Paragraphs: 2 max 
Skill assessed: Language analysis 
 Q: How does the writer use language to… 
  
Steps:  

1. BUG your question (Box the 
command word; underline the 
focus and glance back). 

2. Read the part of the extract given 
carefully- making sure you 
understand it. 

3. Underline 2 relevant quotations 
(linking to the question) 

4. Plan your ‘What, How, Why’ 
Paragraph: 

5. WHAT: what is the writer 
presenting? What’s your area of 
focus? 

6. HOW: How are these ideas 
presented or developed? 
Introduce and embed your 
quotation. Identify the language 
feature/word class.  

7. WHY:  Zoom in on a key word and 
explore at least 3 connotations of. 
Each connotation is one layer of 
analysis- you need multiple. 

8.  Why has the writer used these 
features/ key words? Link them 
back to the focus of the question. 
Why are they effective? What 
reaction may they evoke? Shock, 
outrage, approval, empathy, 
sympathy? Why? What’s the 
purpose? 

Box C: Question 3 
Time: 10-12 mins 
Marks: 8 
Paragraphs: 2 max 
Skill assessed: Structural analysis 
Q: How has the writer structured the 
text to interest you as a reader? 
 
Steps: 

1. BUG your question (Box the 
command word; underline 
the focus and glance back). 

2. Read the opening and ending 
paragraph and determine 
whether they are cyclical or 
juxtaposed. (This allows you 
to approach the source as a 
whole in your first 
paragraph). 

3. WHAT: What is the writer 
presenting through the 
cyclical structure or 
juxtaposition?  

4. HOW: Identify two judicious 
quotations- one from the 
opening paragraph and one 
from the ending (use ellipsis 
to separate them). 

5. WHY: Why has the writer 
used this structure feature? 
Ensure you contextualise 
your comment- link it back to 
the events/characters in the 
source.  

6. Second paragraph: Identify 
any structural feature and 
follow the same What, How, 
Why structure, as mentioned 
above. 

Box D: Question 4 
Time: 20-30 mins 
Marks: 20 
Paragraphs: 3-4 
Skill assessed: Evaluation 
Q: To what extent do you agree? 
 
Steps: 

1. BUG your question and statement (Box the 
command word; underline the focus and glance 
back). There maybe more than one focus in the 
statement. 

2. What’s your opinion? 
Clearly outline your opinion in response to the 
statement. Do you agree or disagree with he 
statement? ‘ I agree/disagree that the writer 
presents.. (key part of statement)’ 
 

3. What evidence are you going to use to support 
your point? 
Embed a judicious quotation that supports your 

point.  

4. What writer’s method (aim for one language 

and one structural feature) are you going to 

identify?  (Vital- without this you will get 

capped to Level 2) 

The writer utilises (insert technique) to skilfully 

show… (point] through… (embed quote). 

The use of the (technique) conveys/highlights/ 

suggests… 

Zooming in 

5. List 3 connotations for your key word. (Each 

connotation is a layer of interpretation- you 

need multiple layers). 

6. Select 1 connotation at a time and comment on 

how it links to the statement (explore 

inferences) - justify your opinion. 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                         English Language Paper 2.   Section A: Reading (1 hour) 

Box A: Question 1 
Time: 5 mins 
Marks: 4 
Skill assessed: 
Identifying information  
Q:  Shade four 
statements which are 
true. 
 
Steps: 

1. Read the source 
focusing on the 
lines given. 

2. Choose four 
statements 
below which 
are true. 

3.  Shade the 
circles in the 
boxes of the 
ones that you 
think are true. 

4. Do not choose 
more than four 
statements. 

5. If you make an 
error cross out 
the whole box. 

6. If you change 
your mind and 
require a 
statement that 
has been 
crossed out 
then draw a 
circle around 
the box. 

  Box B: Question 2 
Time: 10-mins 
Marks: 8 
Paragraphs: 2 max 
Skill assessed: Inference and 
synthesis. 
 Q: Use details from both 
sources to write a summary. 
  
Steps:  

1. Ensure you 
understand both 
sources. 

2. Identify the specific 
focus in the question- 
as only 5% of the 
source will be 
relevant. 

3. Select one judicious 
quotation from each 
text- related to the 
focus of the question. 

4. Two SQI paragraphs: 
• Statement 

• Quotation  

• Inference 
5. Most the marks are 

gained from your 
inference. 

6. Show a clear 
comparison between 
both texts. This can 
be done in a few lines 
at the end of your 
two paragraphs. 
 

If you do not write about 
BOTH sources- you will get 

capped to Level 2. 

Box C: Question 3 
Time: 12-15 mins 
Marks: 12 
Paragraphs: 2 max 
Skill assessed: Language analysis 
Q: How does the writer use language 
to…? 
 
Steps: 

1. BUG your question (Box the 
command word; underline the 
focus and glance back). 

2. Underline 2 relevant quotations 
(linking to the question) 

3. Identify the writer’s methods in 
the quotations. 

4. Write your ‘What, How, Why’ 
Paragraph: 

5. WHAT: what is the writer 
presenting? What’s your area of 
focus? 

6. HOW: How are these ideas 
presented or developed? 
Introduce and embed your 
quotation. Identify the language 
feature/word class.  

7. WHY: Why has the writer used 
these features/ key words?  
Explore at least 3 connotations 
of the key word. Each 
connotation is one layer of 
analysis- you need multiple. 
Link them back to the focus of 
the question. Why are they 
effective? What reaction may 
they evoke? Shock, outrage, 
approval, empathy, sympathy? 
Why? What’s the purpose? 

Box D: Question 4 
Time: 16-30 mins 
Marks: 16 
Paragraphs: 2-4 max 
Skill assessed: Comparison and analysis 
Q: Compare how the writers convey their different/similar perspectives on… 
 
Steps: 

1. BUG your question (Box the command word; underline the focus and 
glance back). 

2. Identify the writers’ perspective/ attitude in both sources (find the 
common ground first) and create the coat hanger statement.  

3. Select judicious quotations which present the writers’ perspective/ 
attitude. 

4. From the quotations explore the writers’ (plan): 
5. Attitude: What does each writer think about the topic? Why? 

6. Perspective: How do they see the topic they are writing about? What 

context were they writing in? Why do they feel and think the way they 

do? How does the topic affect them?  

7. Tone:  Are they angry? Are they sad? Are they confused by what they 
are writing about? Think carefully about the tone of their writing and 
how it helps to get across their ideas to the reader. 

 
8. WHAT: what is the writer’s perspective/attitude?  
9. HOW: How are these ideas presented? Introduce and embed your 

quotation. Identify the writer’s methods used to get their perspective 
across to the readers.  

10. WHY: Why has the writer used these writer’s methods?  Why has the 
writer used these features/ key words?  Explore at least 3 
connotations of the key word. Each connotation is one layer of 
analysis- you need multiple. What do they suggest about the writer’s 
perspective? 

11. Comparison:  Include a comparative word and begin your second 
paragraph. How is this similar/different to the other writer’s 
perspective/attitude/tone with regards to the focus 
Connectives to show similar ideas: Similarly, equally, likewise. 

Contrasting connectives, to show a different perspective or idea: 

However, On the other hand, In contrast. 


